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Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

The apostle Paul 
and his com-
panions seem to 

have had an advan-
tage over us when it 
comes to knowing 
God’s plans. Take the 
incident recorded 
in Acts 16:9-15, for 
example (one of the readings for May 
26, the sixth Sunday of Easter). 

Paul is led by the Lord, through a vi-
sion, to change his plans of traveling to 
Asia. Instead, he was to travel to Mace-
donia (Greece). While in Macedonia, he 
headed to the city of Philippi, went to a 
river, happened upon a group of people 
worshiping there (including a woman 
named Lydia, a seller of purple cloth), 
and proclaimed the Gospel, allowing 
the Spirit to do His work of unleashing 
the power of the Good News about Je-
sus and bringing about the conversion 
of Lydia.

God’s direction of this, including the 
vision given to Paul, is obvious. Less 
obvious examples of God’s leading, and 
more seemingly responses to human 
circumstances, happened to the apos-
tles at other times, as a reading of Acts 
will reveal. For example, an argument 
between Paul and Barnabas, recorded 
at the end of Acts 15, results in Paul 
and Silas heading one way, and Mark 

See MESSAGE, page 2

and Barnabas splitting off the group 
of apostles and heading elsewhere. 
The result of that spat? The Gospel 
was proclaimed along the way by both 
groups! And people heard the Good 
News of salvation through Christ and 
were saved.

The Lutheran Study Bible from Con-
cordia Publishing House has a note 
that gives this application to our lives 
on page 1,869:

God’s directing 
of our lives
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Send submissions for the 
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the August issue is  
June 14. 

MESSAGE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

ACCEPTED
▶  Rev. Robert Hinckley Jr., candidate, 

Sioux Falls, received a call to Zion, 
Chamberlain, March 7.

DECLINED
▶  Rev. Jessie Davis, Zion/First En-

glish, Hurley/Centerville, declined 
the call to Shepherd of the Valley, 
Thompson Falls, Mont., March 5.

▶  Rev. Caleb Schewe, Trinity/Out Sav-
ior’s, Corona/Wilmont, declined the 
call to Zion, Chamberlain, Jan. 19.

PENDING
▶  Rev. Ken Johnson, Zion/Our Savior, 

Avon/Springfield, received a call 
from Shepherd of the Hills/Faith/
Bingham, Hyannis/Bingham, Neb., 
March 19.

▶  Rev. David Knefelkamp, Zion/First 
English, White/Aurora, received a 
call from Trinity, Covington, Mich., 
March 17.

▶  Rev. Caleb Schewe received a call 
as pastor from St. John, Monticello, 
Iowa, March 24.

VACANCIES 
▶  Brandon, Blessed Redeemer  

(associate)

▶  Cresbard/Wecota, Concordia/ 
Immanuel

▶  Huron, Mount Calvary (associate)

▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Menno/Scotland, Immanuel/ 

St. Paul
▶  Presho/Reliance, Zion/Trinity
▶  Rapid City, Zion (associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Memorial 
(associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Zion  
(associate)

▶  Sioux Falls, Faith 
(associate)

Call 
Information“ God guided Paul and his compan-

ions in unexpected directions. Our 
plans in general, and in particular 
our plans for the spread of the 
Gospel, do not always proceed as we 
hope. Yet, God directs us as His mes-
sengers to the people and places He 
would have us go. His grace is not 
bound by our weakness but serves 
His good purposes in Christ.”

I can remember a time when that 
certainly happened to me, much to my 
surprise. It was Tuesday of Holy Week 
in 2013. I left the church office at 5:15 
p.m. (a little later than usual), headed 
west over the 10th Street bridge in 
downtown Sioux Falls, and, through a 
series of unexpected events, was in the 
right place at the right time to help a 
man who had jumped from the bridge 
and was near death.

I didn’t do a lot of helping, actually, but 
was able to direct emergency respond-
ers to him. The long and short of all this 
is that this man, Jay, experienced the 
Lord’s miraculous healing. It was a long 
road of recovery as his injuries were 
so numerous and severe. But he made 
steady progress, by God’s grace and 
the intervention of God’s hands in this 
world, a fine team of doctors, nurses 
and therapists.

Jay was in the hospital a long time 
and I was able to make frequent visits, 
always giving hope to him with the 
Good News of forgiveness and salvation 
through Jesus Christ. I met Jay’s family 
several times. They were grateful I was 

in the right place at the right time. I 
told them the Lord put me in the right 
place at the right time to help Jay.

I will never know for sure, but the way 
things looked at about 5:30 p.m. on 
that Tuesday six years ago, Jay would 
not have lived had help been even five 
minutes later in arriving. But what 
I do know is that God gave Jay the 
opportunity to hear His life-giving and 
life-sustaining Word. Jay responded 
with gratefulness and a hunger to hear 
more about God’s grace in Jesus.

I did not “see” or “feel” the Lord’s hand 
guiding me. He gave me no vision. 
But I do remember thinking, “I’m not 
leaving this office until I finish this 
sermon.” And so, at about 5:10 p.m., I 
wrote the “Amen” of the sermon, shut 
down the computer and turned off the 
lights. And because I headed out of the 
church parking lot at about 5:15 that 
afternoon, south on Cliff Avenue, and 
then west on 10th Street, one man was 
alive who probably would not be alive, 
and God made sure he will live forever 
by grace through faith — all at His 
loving direction.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, never 
doubt that the Lord is using you to 
accomplish His purposes, even when 
you are not aware of His directing at 
the time.

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer
Rom. 1:16, 16:25-27  
“not ashamed of the Gospel.”
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Adam Schulz, tournament committee chairman, left, 
awarded the first-place trophy to Richard Renkly of 
Mount Calvary, Brookings. Richard has been throwing 
darts for more than 50 years with the Mount Calvary 
Men's Club, formerly the LLL.

March 2 was a busy day of fun and 
Christian Fellowship in Mitchell. 
Eleven teams and more than 100 
players and spectators attended the 
62nd annual South Dakota District 
Dartball Tournament, held at the 
Davison County Fairgrounds. 

This year’s double elimination 
tournament had a few surprises, 
the biggest probably being Di-
mock falling out of the top three 
teams for only the second time 
since 2000, as it was beat out by 
Delmont, which earned third place. 
Another surprise came when Tea, 
who hadn’t lost in the day, ended 
up losing back to back games to 
Brookings. This gave Brookings 
first place and left Tea in second. 

The first four teams to be eliminat-
ed from championship contention 
played each other for a consolation 
prize, won by Parkston. 

Lutheran Church Extension Fund 
was kind enough to again sponsor 
the tournament and help offset 
expenses. Thanks also go to Randy 
Gayken and his staff for all their 
support. 

Next year’s tournament will be 
hosted by Faith, Sioux Falls, on 
March 14. If you are interested 
in fielding a team, please contact 
Adam Schulz at 605-999-2403 
or adamschulz05@gmail.com. 
Tournament organizers would love 
to have even more teams join them 
in the years to come.

Play (dart)ball!
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LWML HILITES

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

With love from Lisa

No matter what you thought of the 
South Dakota 2019 winter, seasons do 
change, some people like the changes, 
some like to complain about them, but 
we can always trust that God’s Word 
never changes and He is faithful to His 
promise to be with you, no matter what. 
We just finished the journey to the cross 
of Lent and Holy Week, celebrated the 
Resurrection and joined together at our 
district retreat, “Follow the Leader.” As 
Lutheran Women in Mission, we serve 
God by serving others out of response to 
God’s love for us. I love the way this is 
stated in our league pledge:

“ In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s 
dying love and His blood-bought gift 
of redemption we dedicate ourselves 
to Him with all that we are and 
have; and in obedience to His call 
for workers in the harvest fields, we 
pledge Him our willing service wher-
ever and whenever He has need of 
us. We consecrate to our Savior our 
hands to work for Him, our feet to 
go on His errands, our voice to sing 
His praises, our lips to proclaim His 
redeeming love, our silver and our 
gold to extend His Kingdom, our will 
to do His will, and every power of 
our life to the great task of bringing 
the lost and the erring into eternal 
fellowship with Him. Amen.”

I welcome you to join us May 31-June 1 
in Norfolk, Neb., for our district mission 

See you in Mobile!

trip. We will volunteer at Orphan Grain 
Train. The details can be found on the 
district website, sdlwml.org (link is at 
the top of the page) or ask the LWML 
leader in your congregation.

Many of us will head to the LWML 38th 
Biennial Convention June 20-23 in 
Mobile, Ala., to enjoy some time with 
our LWML sisters from around the 
country with many opportunities to 
serve, be fed and inspired, choose a 
new mission goal, choose new mis-
sion grants to support and make some 
decisions on the future structure of 
LWML. We will gather under the 
theme “In Praise to the Lord.” We want 
to thank Jeannie Harms from Sturgis 
for designing and making our beauti-
ful convention banner. Young Woman 
Representatives (YWR) Emily Murray 
and Kristina Van Scharrel and Heart to 
Heart leader Kay Nelson will join me in 
the banner procession on Friday.

The following people will be repre-
senting the zones of the South Dakota 
District as voting delegates:

v Aberdeen–Bev Graham
v Black Hills–Liz Anderson
v Brookings–Delorus Limmer
v Chamberlain–Colleen Swanson
v Huron–Sherri Blaseg
v Milbank–Susan Magedanz
v Mitchell–Julie Kaufman
v Pierre–Jan Larson

Is it spring yet? As I write this, two more winter 
storms are in the five-day forecast. It’s been a 
while since we have seen grass, and some won-
der if we will see it at all this spring!

The weather seems to be a main topic of conversation, 
although the chances are that as you read this, the snow will 
just be a memory and you will be tending to your flowers that 
are poking out of the ground and planting gardens. Farmers 
will be working in their fields. 

v Sioux Falls–Patty Peters
v Yankton–Susan Buxcel

Non-voting South Dakota District 
attendees who will sit at the delegate 
table will be Rev. Dan Grimmer, junior 
pastoral counselor; YWRs Kristina 
amd Emily; and Heart to Heart leader 
Kay.

Please pray for the people in our voting 
delegation, that God’s will be done and 
His Name be glorified in all that we say 
and do! In Mobile in June, the weather 
is expected to be very hot. So no matter 
if we are freezing and battling blizzards 
or baking and battling humidity, let’s 
thank God for life and the opportuni-
ties He provides us to serve Him.

In praise to the Lord, we serve the Lord 
with gladness!

SAVE THE DATE
LWML South Dakota  
District Convention

May 29-30, 2020
St John’s, Yankton 

“Set Your Eyes On Jesus”
Heb. 12:2a:  

“Looking to Jesus, the founder 
and protector of our faith.”
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Rev. Steve  
Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

I owe a great 
amount of 
gratitude to 

my mom. Along 
with my dad, she 
was a tremendous 
influence in raising 
me in the Chris-
tian faith. 

A big part of that 
influence came 
from her serv-
ing the Lord in 
the LWML. She 
attended her first LWML convention 
in 1975 when it was held in St. Paul, 
Minn., and has attended every nation-
al convention since 1989, whihc was 
held in Rapid City. For many years, we 
traveled around the country to LWML 
conventions for our family vacation. 
The LWML has been a part of my life 
for a long time, thanks to my mom. My 
mom is a faithful woman of God. 

Many of us have moms who are faithful 
women of God and influenced our 
faith in Jesus. For some, if it wasn’t for 
mom, you may not be a Christian today. 
For many, it was mom who made sure 
that you went to worship and Sunday 
school; it was mom who was faithfully 
dedicated to serving the Lord at church; 
it was mom who spent time in prayer; 
it was mom who read the Bible to the 

kids; it was mom who had the compas-
sion to seek and save the lost through 
the love of Jesus.

“ Charm is deceitful, and beauty is 
vain, but a woman who fears the 
Lord is to be praised.”  
— Prov. 31:30 

This verse describes a woman of God. 
She is the kind of woman that a Chris-
tian man should desire in a spouse. She 
loves, cares and manages her family 
well and is even a shrewd business-
woman. She is praised for what she 
does, because everything she does is for 
the benefit of her family and communi-
ty. She is not concerned about herself, 
but has the interest of others in mind, 
mimicking the love of Jesus because 
Jesus first loved her. Such a woman 
who loves the Lord is to be praised and 
honored.

There are many women in the LWML 
who fit this description from Proverbs. 
But the praise and honor that should 
be given to them by husbands, children 
and fellow Christians is not simply 
because of these virtues, but because of 
the One who honored her so deeply that 
He would die for her to forgive her sins. 
It’s because of Jesus that she desires to 
be a woman of God. 

So here’s to all the moms and women of 
God. Thank you for your faithfulness!

A woman 
of God

Is your mission project seeking God’s 
guidance and in need of funding op-
tions to further His ministry? 

LWML South Dakota District mission 
grant proposals for the 2020-22 bien-
nium are due Aug. 31 to Ann Cruse, 
district VP of Gospel Outreach, at: 

1780 Simmons Ave SE 
Huron, SD 57350. 

Proposal guidelines can be found at  
sdlwml.org or email Ann at  
anncruse84@gmail.com.

Mighty Mites with God’s Guidance 
produce Magnificent Measures!

Need funding   
  for your  
mission project?

Introducing our Young Woman Repre-
sentatives who will attend the LWML 
38th Biennial Convention as part of 
the South Dakota District delegation.

Emily Murray is from Sioux Falls and 
a member of Faith Lutheran Church; 
and Kristina Van Scharrel is from 
Huron and a member of Mount Calvary 
Lutheran Church. 

Please welcome these young ladies. We 
are excited for them to experience the 
LWML and the convention. 

Meet our YWRs

Emily Murray Kristina Van Scharrel
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

By Rev. Caleb Schewe 

Pastor, Trinity, Corona, and Our Savior’s, 
Wilmot; and pastoral advisor,  
Lutherans For Life of South Dakota

R
achel has more reason to weep. 
New York legalized abortion up to 
the point of delivery, and in cele-

bration the One World Trade Center 
was lit up pink. Imagine that. The Twin 
Towers were destroyed at the cost of 
over a thousand lives, and now the One 
World Trade Center is lit up pink in 
support of more lives being violently 
taken.

Rachel has reason to weep. The moth-
ers who go in for abortions get pain 
medicine and sympathy while the child 
in the womb, who feels everything, is 
horrifically murdered.

Rachel has reason to weep. In vitro 
fertilization seems like a harmless way 
to overcome barrenness, but the reality 
is children are harmed in the process.

Rachel has reason to weep. She wants 
to adopt, but Christians who hold to 
biblical teaching on men and women 
are increasingly denied adopting a 
child.

Rachel has reason to weep. She’s fought 
long for life, prayed to overturn Roe v. 
Wade, warned against the increasing 
dangers of euthanasia, tried to convince 
others to join the battle for life, and 
for what? Two people enter alive at the 
Planned Parenthood in Sioux Falls on 
41st, and one comes out alive.

Rachel has reason to weep. She is told 
that the abortion numbers are down. 
But she knows that’s a whitewashed 
figure. The abortion numbers can’t 
figure in the many abortifacient birth 
controls. Even overlooking that, the 

O Rachel, cease your weeping

abortion numbers are down because 
we’re starting our third generation of 
abortions. Forty-six years of abortion 
means there’s fewer people alive to have 
abortions. Rachel weeps.

Rachel weeps, year after year, remem-
bering her baby, the baby that is no 
more. She weeps for birthdays not 
celebrated amd Christmas gifts not 
given because she didn’t know what she 
was doing. She bought the lie, believed 
it was tissue to be removed like an 
appendix. Now she knows better.

Rachel weeps for sorrow over her sin 
and joy at the Lord’s forgiveness. She 
weeps as one who washes the Lord’s 
feet with her tears and wipes them with 
her hair, knowing that her sins, includ-
ing abortion, are forgiven. She weeps 
with confidence that however precious 
her baby should have been to her, she 
is even more precious in the eyes of the 
Crucified One, whose blood cleanses 
her from all sin. She weeps with con-
fidence that the Lord’s words, “Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what 
they do” are for her. For you.

Thus says the Lord to you, O Rachel: 
“Keep your voice from weeping, and 
your eyes from tears, for there is a re-
ward for your work, declares the Lord, 
and they shall come back from the land 
of the enemy. There is hope for your 
future.”

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

lutheransforlifesd.org

The Witness of the Crosses display 
trailer is annually updated to reveal the 
most current abortion statistics report-
ed by South Dakota abortionists, which 
always has a two year lag-time. There 
were 597 abortions reported in 2011 
compared to 737 in 2010. Although 
we are grateful that the numbers have 
decreased, we are still saddened by the 
taking of innocent human life, and our 
hearts go out to those who have been 
affected by an abortion decision.

This display serves as a memorial to the 
thousands of babies in South Dakota 
whose lives have been taken through 
abortion, and as a reminder to the men, 
women and families suffering after 
making an abortion decision — for 
which Jesus died to forgive them. 

Lutherans For Life of South Dakota has 
two displays to loan, each consisting 
of an enclosed trailer carrying about 
700 crosses; the trailer also serves as 
the sign. To reserve the display for 
your church or organization, con-
tact Ron Hoops at 605-395-6655 or 
rrmmfarm@nrctv.com.

Trailer available 
for display
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Rev. Robert M. Hinckley Jr. was 
installed as pastor of Zion Lu-
theran Church, Chamberlain, 
on Sunday, March 31. Robert 
and his wife, Lindy, and their 
family have been living in 
Sioux Falls after having moved 
from northern California. 
Faith Lutheran Church, Pierre, 
is Robert’s home congrega-
tion and he was pleased to 
have the pastor who con-
firmed him, Rev. Brad Urbach, 
participate as a lector for the 
installation service. Rev. Scott 
Sailer, district president, was 
the preacher and officiant 
while Rev. Thomas Brown, 
circuit visitor, was the liturgist.

We welcome Robert and Lindy 
and their children to South 
Dakota and to our district. 
God bless and keep them and 
the Zion congregation as they 
all serve the Lord together.

Zion, Chamberlain, welcomes new pastor

From left, (front row) Revs. 
Brad Urbach, Robert Hinckley, 
Scott Sailer; (middle row) Thomas 
Brown, Corey Aker, Don McKillop, 
Richard Weeman, Daniel Grim-
mer; (back row) Dr. Brent Smith, 
Christopher Ascher, David Otten, 
Ken Soyk, Ryan Janke and Cory 
Rajek.

The family, from left, Liberty, 
Amelia, Lindy, Justus, Robert, 
Kendall and Christian.

Concordia Theological Seminary Fort 
Wayne is offering offering Christ Acad-
emy High School June 16-29. 

This two-week academy for high school 
students enables them to experience 
life at the seminary and learn more 
about pastoral or diaconal ministry. 
The academy operates with two tracks: 
Timothy School for young men and 
Phoebe School for young women. 

Students will worship in Kramer 

CTSFW to give glimpse of student life
Chapel, participate in classes taught by 
seminary professors and enjoy fellow-
ship with other like-minded youth 
while forming lasting friendships on the 
seminary campus. The academy is also 
filled with fun events, both on and off 
campus.  

For more information or an application, 
visit ctsfw.edu/CA; call 260-452-3140; 
or email ChristAcademy@ctsfw.edu 
with questions. 

Next CSL visitation  
is Nov. 15
Green & Gold Days are held at Concor-
dia Seminary, St. Louis, for men and 
women college-age and older who are 
thinking about becoming pastors or 
deaconesses. The next event is Nov. 15

These one-day events provide a quick 
opportunity for prospective students to 
come and see all the seminary offers. 
Participants interact with current 
students, attend classes, worship in the 
chapel and speak with members of the 
faculty. 

There is no registration fee. Housing 
and all meals during the event are pro-
vided at no cost to participants. 

For more information, visit csl.edu/
admissions/visit/green-gold-days.
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CONVENTION BIBLE STUDY, 
‘Joy:fully Lutheran,’ 
now available

I
n preparation for the 67th 
Regular Convention of the 
LCMS, planned for July 

20–25 in Tampa, Fla., a new 
Bible study on the convention 
theme, “Joy:fully Lutheran”  
(1 Thess. 5:16–18), is now  
available for free download.

Written by the Rev. Timothy Pauls, pas-
tor at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
in Boise, Idaho, the Bible study consists 
of five lessons exploring what joy is and 
where it is to be found.

Pauls writes in the introduction to the 
study: “In a world so joyless as this 
one, we have the message of Christ that 
gives grace and peace, enlightening 
hearts and enlivening souls.

“There are so many pressures to hide 
the Gospel under a bushel basket, or to 
downplay our confession of faith. It is 
time to do the opposite. Let us pro-
claim what we believe, loud and clear, 
knowing why we do so.”

Each lesson of the study includes a 
Collect, “Warm Up” and specific Bible 
verses that relate to the lesson’s topic, 
along with discussion questions and 
answers.

The conclusion of each lesson includes 

suggestions for carrying what 
has been learned into daily life 
under the headings: Rejoice! 
Give thanks! Pray! Sing!

Pauls writes in his closing 
thoughts for the Bible study, “I’ll 
be honest. Some days, I’m not 
feeling the joy,” but notes, “We 
walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor. 
5:7). By faith, we know that where 
Christ is, there is joy.”

In a video recommending the Bible 
study, LCMS President Rev. Dr. 
Matthew C. Harrison says it’s for 
everyone, not just those attending 
the convention, adding, “Pastor 
Pauls asks the hard questions and 
invites everyone to find the joy of 
Christ every day. 
… Through and 
through, you’ll see 
how God’s gifts of 
Word and Sacra-
ment bring Christ to 
us. And that is joy.”

Watch the intro-
ductory video and 
download the 
“Joy:fully Lutheran” 
Bible study at lcms.
org/convention/ 
biblestudy.
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We are joyfully Lutheran! Jesus has done it all. His life, death and resurrec-
tion have reconciled us to God. And the Father’s gift of His Son means all 
good things come from Him. The Holy Spirit calls us through the Gospel and 
enlightens us with His gifts. All from God, all given to us in His Word and 
Sacraments. 

This is fully Lutheran. This is joy. This is joyfully Lutheran!

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s 2019 convention theme is “Joy:fully 
Lutheran,” and we want to hear your stories of how this joy is reflected in your 
life. Visit joyfullylutheran.org/yourturn to learn how.

Let’s share with the world what it means to be joyfully Lutheran. Let’s tell the 
world about the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

Your turn


